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ten
Commandments

of Shooting Safety

1.	 TREAT EVERY GUN WITH THE RESPECT DUE A LOADED GUN.  
THIS IS THE CARDINAL RULE OF GUN SAFETY.

2.	 GUNS CARRIED INTO CAMP OR HOME MUST ALWAYS BE 
UNLOADED, TAKEN DOWN OR HAVE ACTIONS OPEN; GUNS 
SHOULD ALWAYS BE ENCASED UNTIL REACHING THE  
SHOOTING AREA.

3.	 ALWAYS BE SURE THAT THE BARREL AND ACTION ARE CLEAR 
OF OBSTRUCTIONS.  CARRY THE CORRECT AMMUNITION 
ONLY.

4.	 ALWAYS CARRY YOUR GUN SO THAT YOU CAN CONTROL THE 
DIRECTION OF THE MUZZLE, EVEN IF YOU STUMBLE.  KEEP 
THE SAFETY ON UNTIL YOU ARE READY TO SHOOT.

5.	 BE SURE OF YOUR TARGET BEFORE YOU PULL THE TRIGGER. 
KNOW HOW TO IDENTIFY GAME ANIMALS.

6.	 NEVER POINT A GUN AT ANYTHING YOU DO NOT WANT TO 
SHOOT.  AVOID ALL HORSEPLAY WITH GUNS.

7.	 UNATTENDED GUNS SHOULD BE UNLOADED; GUNS AND 
AMMUNITION SHOULD BE STORED SAFELY BEYOND REACH OF 
CHILDREN AND CARELESS ADULTS.

8.	 NEVER CLIMB A TREE OR A FENCE OR JUMP A DITCH WITH A 
LOADED GUN.

9.	 NEVER SHOOT AT A FLAT, HARD SURFACE SUCH AS THE  
SURFACE OF WATER.  BE SURE OF YOUR BACKSTOP.

10.	 AVOID ALCOHOL OR DRUGS BEFORE OR WHILE HUNTING.




