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Information and Application Packet
Fish farms or aquaculture facilities are not eligible for a state-issued Nuisance Double-crested Cormorant Control Permit.  Aquaculture facilities may apply for a federal depredation permit from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Migratory Bird Office at 505-248-7882.

If a person is authorized by the United States Department of Interior or the United State Department of Agriculture to kill migratory birds, no state permit is required.

Except as allowed under Parks and Wildlife Code, §43.154(d), and §43.021-§43.030, no person may attempt to take Double-crested Cormorants unless that person possesses a valid Nuisance Double-crested Cormorant Control Permit issued by the department and a valid Texas Hunting License.

A Nuisance Double-crested Cormorant Control Permit is issued for only one tract of land.  A separate permit is needed for each property owned by the same landowner if the land is non-contiguous.

The following are the only approved methods for the take of Double-crested Cormorants under a state Nuisance Double-crested Cormorant Control Permit: firearms (shotguns must utilize non-toxic shot only), cervical dislocation and CO2 asphyxiation.

Persons operating under the authority of a Nuisance Double-crested Cormorant Control Permit must maintain a daily activity log a PWD 0977 form supplied by the department.

The permit holder must complete and submit to the department, a PWD 978 form supplied by the department, an annual report.  The report is due no later than August 1st of the year.

A Nuisance Double-crested Cormorant Control Permit does not authorize the take of any species other than Double-crested Cormorants.  Persons acting under the authority of the permit must immediately report the incidental take of a migratory bird species other than double-crested cormorants to the appropriate U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Regional Migratory Bird Permit Office.  Please be aware that two look-alike species can co-occur with Double-crested Cormorants in Texas, the Anhinga and the Neotropic Cormorant.  Please be able to distinguish between these species.  A permit issued pursuant to an application only allows for the take of Double-crested cormorants.

All records required by this permit shall be retained and kept available for inspection upon request of a department employee acting within the official scope of duty. Records required by this permit must be kept for a period of two years following the period of validity of the permit.

The department shall not issue additional permits to any person who has not complied with applicable regulations, permit stipulations or reporting requirements.
The department reserves the right to refuse permit issuance to any person finally convicted of any violation of Parks and Wildlife Code during the five-year period immediately prior to an application for a permit under this subchapter.

This permit is restricted to the control of Double-crested Cormorants and IS NOT a public hunting permit.

For more information, please contact the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department at 512-389-4481.
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